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I. INTRODUCTION
A. Scenarios from Africa in a nutshell

Scenarios from Africa is a community mobilisation, education and media process with the goal of improving the lives of those infected and affected by HIV/AIDS, reducing the vulnerability of populations at risk of infection, and helping local organisations develop their capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education.
Expanding steadily yet prudently since its inception in 1996, Scenarios from Africa is a demand-driven partnership process that empowers local communities to provide timely and effective responses to the most crucial communication needs presented by an evolving epidemic.

Non-governmental and community-based organizations (NGOs and CBOs) in the project countries, many of them run by or serving people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA), work in partnership with educators and the media to organize contests inviting young people to put forward story lines for communication resources about HIV/AIDS. The winning ideas are selected by multidisciplinary juries, adapted through dialogue with local communities, and transformed into top-quality communication resources by leading African professionals. These resources are broadcast throughout the continent and used at community level in a range of languages. 
B. Background / history
Scenarios from Africa was first launched in 1997 in Burkina Faso, Mali and Senegal. Today, the Scenarios process and outputs reach across sub-Saharan Africa. They are also increasingly used by organizations serving African refugees and immigrants in Europe and North America.
The process involves the production of short fiction films, radio shows and other communication resources about HIV/AIDS based on ideas thought up by young people in international contests. Scenarios from Africa is founded on the collaboration of well over 1,000 diverse partner organizations, large and small, from a wide range of sectors, governmental, civil society and private. 
More than 105,000 young people from 37 African countries have taken part in the four Scenarios from Africa contests held to date (1997, 2000, 2002, 2005). Evaluations, both external and internal, indicate that the number of people influenced by the contest and associated debate is likely to be considerably higher than the actual number of participants. 

PARTICIPATION IN SCENARIOS CONTESTS IN AFRICA: 1997 TO 2005
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1997 + 2000: 1st and 2nd Editions 


(totals for the 2 contests combined)


Total entries: 

6,714


Total participants: 
21,676


Total countries:

3


( Western Africa: 
6,714 entries


( Central Africa: 
0 entries


( Eastern Africa:
0 entries


( Southern Africa: 
0 entries
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2002: 3rd Edition


Total entries: 

7,217


Total participants: 
20,576


Total countries:

25


( Western Africa: 
7,083 entries


( Central Africa: 
123 entries


( Eastern Africa:
11 entries


( Southern Africa: 
0 entries
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2005: 4th Edition


Total entries: 

22,894


Total participants: 
63,327


Total countries:

35


( Western Africa: 
19,247 entries


( Central Africa: 
227 entries


( Eastern Africa:
1,419 entries


( Southern Africa: 
2,001 entries
Cumulative totals (first four editions of the contest combined):
36,825 entries                   105,579 participants

Throughout the process, the Scenarios from Africa team strives to achieve the following primary objectives:

· To reduce stigma, rejection and discrimination and foster community support for PLWHA

· To increase young Africans’ ability to reduce their risk of infection

· To increase local capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education 

· To increase public understanding of the epidemic and the way it affects people and society
In pursuit of these objectives, Scenarios from Africa fosters the creation of synergistic relationships from the community to the international level, founded on ongoing dialogue and multidisciplinary exchange. Those involved in Scenarios from Africa consider it to be a powerful force for unity in the face of AIDS, as well as a unique participatory learning process.
The HIV/AIDS epidemic is constantly evolving and with it, the communication needs of populations. The Scenarios team determines the specific HIV/AIDS-related issues it will address at a given moment by means of continuous situation analysis and consultation with young people and communities. 

The thousands of stories written for the Scenarios contests inform us about young people’s attitudes towards PLWHA, their understanding of the epidemic, and their perceptions of gender norms and HIV/AIDS-related social norms. Their stories thus permit the identification of common communication needs across countries, but also allow local Scenarios teams in individual countries to home in on their own context-specific needs and tailor their activities to their communities. In addition to providing geographically comparative data, the stories also allow us to track changes in HIV/AIDS-related knowledge, attitudes and representations of social norms over time, since the first contest in 1997.
Between 1997 and 2004, twenty-eight Scenarios films based on winning contest ideas were produced. Some or all of these films, which vary in length from 2 to 15 minutes, are now available in over 20 languages. At the end of 2005, over 37,500 copies of the films had been distributed at community level in Africa on VHS cassettes, CD-Roms, video CDs or DVDs. In addition, more than 800 cassettes or CDs of the audio version of the films (for use on radio) had been distributed. Broadcasts of the films have been confirmed on over 80 television stations in or serving Africa. The films have been broadcast on locally-based stations in at least 35 countries of continental Africa. 

The films are very effective at generating dialogue and personal reflection about AIDS; at improving attitudes towards those most affected by the epidemic and so helping to combat stigma and discrimination; and at encouraging people to protect themselves from infection. They are highly valued by NGO and CBO partners. 
Production of a new collection of Scenarios from Africa films, based on winning entries from the 2005 contest, will commence in May 2006. 
The production, distribution, use and impact of the Scenarios from Africa films are touched on only peripherally in this 2005 Final Report, the primary focus of which is the 2005 contest and the selection of national and international winners. 
The findings from several different evaluative studies conducted in 2005 and presented in Appendices 7 – 13 form the basis for sections II, III and IV of this Summary.  The Appendices are frequently referenced in the body of the present text:

Appendix 1: The 2005 official contest leaflet

Appendix 2: Number of entries received per country

Appendix 3: Contest participation in Burkina Faso: 2002 vs 2005

Appendix 4: 2005 winners’ list
Appendix 5: Members of the international jury

Appendix 6: Film distribution in 2005. A look at the marked increase in Scenarios from Africa film distribution over the course of the year.

Appendix 7: Evaluation of the contest by team members. A summary of the critical comments contained in a total of 54 evaluative reports or questionnaires submitted by members of the core organizations involved in conducting the contest in their respective countries. Emphases: Value of the contest for participants and for team members, recommendations for improving the process.

Appendix 8: Pre/post-contest self-efficacy study. Results of a quantitative, pre/post-contest survey of over 680 young people in Togo, Senegal and Burkina Faso, designed to measure the impact of the contest experience on personal reflection, cognitive rehearsal, resource identification and self-efficacy. 

Appendix 9: Post-contest survey of participants. Findings of a post-contest survey of 339 young people who had participated in the contest in Togo, Senegal and Burkina Faso; objective: gauge the degree to which the contest succeeded in fostering the discovery and use of local resources and generating dialogue.

Appendix 10: Evaluation of selection process by jurors. An overview of input provided by 155 Scenarios from Africa jurors on standardized questionnaires designed to gather information on the value of the selection process for the jurors and to collect suggestions on how the selection process could be improved in the future.

Appendix 11: Juror Observations and Recommendations. A summary of insights formulated by 196 jurors on standardized questionnaires at the end of the selection process in their respective countries. After having read an average of 600 pages of text on HIV/AIDS written by contest participants, each juror shared her/his observations regarding the young contest participants’ perspectives on the epidemic and recommendations for future action based on the observations.

Appendix 12: Evaluation of mentored participation and PLWHA involvement. A two-part study conducted in Burkina Faso. A) The results of 5 post-contest focus-group discussions with youths who had been mentored by people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) as they took part in the contest (kids attending school; kids not attending school; young commercial sex workers; trainee seamstresses; orphans). Objectives: Measure the impact of the contest among mentored participants and collect suggestions for improving the contest process. B) The findings from 15 one-on-one interviews with members of the contest team: 12 PLWHA and 3 people who work with support organizations for PLWHA. Main objectives: Understand the value of the Scenarios process for PLWHA, determine whether the Scenarios process lives up to their pre-determined objectives, and compile their recommendations for making the process more valuable to PLWHA.

Appendix 13: Evaluation of exchange visits by national coordinators, Mali and Senegal. Evaluative results from a one-week stay by the Malian national coordinator in Senegal, and of a return visit by his Senegalese counterpart in Mali. Methodologies included interviews with contest team members and two focus-group discussions with contest participants in each country. Objectives: evaluate the usefulness and the impact of the Scenarios process in Senegal and in Mali; formulate specific recommendations to improve the Scenarios process in the future; strengthen cross-border cooperation and exchange of experiences between the Malian and Senegalese teams; and test-run a pilot evaluation technique based on exchange visits between national coordinators.

Appendix 14: Description of a collection of photos from the 2005 contest and juries.
C. Overview of the 2005 contest and selection of winners
1. The contest

The 4th Edition of the Scenarios from Africa competitions took place from 1 February to 15 April 2005. A record 63,327 young people from 35 African countries participated, submitting 22,894 creative stories
. Those totals surpass by far the cumulative number of participants and entries in the first three Scenarios contests in Africa (1997, 2000, 2002). The national contest team in Burkina Faso established a new mark for the most entries submitted in a single country in a given year at 4,821
.
The contest was carried out by well over 1,000 organizations, large and small, national and local, whose mission was to encourage young people to take part by writing a creative story for a short film on HIV/AIDS. The contest team included:

· associations of people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA); 
· organizations working on behalf of particularly vulnerable populations such as street kids, orphans, refugees/people displaced by armed conflict, commercial sex workers, and girls who have not yet benefited from formal education; 
· local youth groups and development associations; 
· schools;
· the national offices or programs of organizations operating internationally, including many who generously volunteered their support: PLAN, the US Peace Corps, the German GTZ, the Swiss Tropical Institute, l’Alliance Française, la Coopération Technique Belge, CRIPS/Paris
, the American Red Cross, UNICEF, IPPF affiliates, Africare, PSI, Creative Associates International, Students Partnership Worldwide, Børnefonden, Project Uphold, Médecins sans frontières, …; 
· committed journalists and other communicators (with strong support once again from the youth magazine Planète Jeunes and the international satellite broadcaster TV5); 
· religious organizations (such as CARITAS and the Ecumenical HIV/AIDS Initiative in Africa);

· government ministries and national AIDS control programs; 
· past winners of the Scenarios contests; 
· human rights organizations (including amnesty international); 
· and others.

The contest was held with particularly intensity in 16 “core countries” (up from 8 in 2002):
Benin



Kenya



Namibia


Swaziland

Burkina Faso


Madagascar


Niger


Tanzania

Cape Verde


Mali




Nigeria


Togo

Guinea-Bissau

Mozambique


Senegal


Zambia

In each of the “core countries”, a national coordinator designated by Global Dialogues interfaced above all with a select group of primary partner organizations to establish and implement a national contest strategy. Associations of PLWHA played a central role in the contest teams in each of the “core countries”. The primary organizations, in turn, mobilized additional associations, schools and individuals at local level and collaborated with them to ensure widespread participation in the contest. Most 2005 participants heard about the contest locally, by means of a personal visit or presentation by a Scenarios team member in the participants’ neighborhood or school. Since 1997, this approach has proven to be far more successful at mobilizing participation in the contest, and also much more useful to young people and team members alike, than a competition driven by media ads.
Teams in the “core countries” placed special emphasis in 2005 on mentored participation, with PLWHA serving as key mentors (with no pressure to disclose, of course). Disadvantaged youths likely to be particularly vulnerable to HIV infection (such as street kids and young commercial sex workers) were thus provided with a supportive context for dialogue on HIV with a trained mentor as they went about creating their contest entries. Mentored participation had been piloted on a small scale in 2002; it has proven to be popular and highly beneficial for participants and mentors and will be further accentuated in the future.
Young people in non-core countries participated by sending their entries in by e-mail or regular mail. Participants in such countries learned of the contest thanks to the efforts of individual partner organizations (such as RAPSIDA in Rwanda) or via ads in the media or on the Internet. Twenty-eight entries were written by African immigrants in France, Belgium and Switzerland.

In the run-up to the 2005 contest, Scenarios partner organizations received shipments containing contest leaflets (over 120,000 total, printed in English, French, Portuguese and Swahili) and copies of the Scenarios from the Sahel and Scenarios from Africa films (18,000 total, along with the film Discussion Guide
). This was made possible thanks to the support of DHL/UK. The idea was to combine the launch of the contest with the launch of the distribution of the brand-new Scenarios from Africa films, so as to generate interest in the contest and to give young people a sense of the kinds of things jurors might be looking for. It was the first time this strategy of combining the two launches was used, and contest partners report that it proved to be resoundingly successful.
2. The selection of contest winners
In each of the “core countries”, national juries were convened at various times during the months of May to August 2005. Each national jury selected that country’s 20 winning scenarios, which then went on to compete at the international selection process, held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, in October.

A total of 234 people from 203 different organizations served in the 2005 Scenarios from Africa juries. The vast majority of those individuals had also been members of the 2005 contest team. They faced the difficult but fascinating task of choosing the winners from among the 22,894 entries in the 4th Edition of the Scenarios competitions.
Scenarios juries are made up of people living with HIV/AIDS; other specialists in HIV prevention, treatment and care; young people, especially winners of past Scenarios contests; educators; and experts in communications and cinema, including some of the directors who go on to create Scenarios from Africa films
. One of the objectives of the selection process is to create a forum in which highly committed people from different organizations and backgrounds may get to know one another and lay the groundwork for future partnerships.
The Scenarios from Africa selection process is also a unique learning opportunity for the jurors. Every contest entry is studied and graded by at least two members of the jury
. In 2005, the average Scenarios from Africa juror read and graded roughly 200 creative works on HIV/AIDS that had been submitted by young people during the contest; that amounts to something along the lines of 600+ pages of text per juror. In addition, the entries were discussed at length by groups of jurors. In this way, the members of the selection committees were able to take a full-immersion voyage of discovery through the thoughts and experiences of their country’s young people in the area of HIV/AIDS. On standardized questionnaires, jurors are asked to formulate their observations on young people’s perspectives, as well as their recommendations for future action to address shortcomings revealed in the contest entries
.
On 14 October, the international Scenarios from Africa jury completed its deliberations and released the names of the thirty winners
. The winners’ list includes young people from sixteen countries, from Cape Verde to Kenya and south to Lesotho. The TV5 Grand Prize was awarded to Miss Fatimata Bâ of Senegal, who had created her winning text in a team with twelve other young women and one young man. Miss Bâ was given her awards by Mme. Viviane Wade, First Lady of Senegal, at a televised ceremony on World AIDS Day.
Primary funding for the 2005 Scenarios from Africa contest and national juries was provided by Comic Relief (UK), a central partner and financial supporter of Scenarios since 1997. The final, international jury was made possible thanks to the generous financial participation of PLAN/Burkina Faso, along with support in kind from the Groupe Accor.
II. SCENARIOS FROM AFRICA 2005: VALUE FOR CONTEST PARTICIPANTS
The 63,327 participants in the 2005 Scenarios from Africa contest devoted an average of over five days to creating their stories on HIV/AIDS
 – reflecting, talking with others, doing research, writing and rewriting. It what ways was this experience useful to the contest participants?
A. Back on the radar screen: The contest refocuses young people’s attention on HIV/AIDS.

In their evaluative reports, contest organizers highlighted the fact that the contest had helped them to overcome – at least for a moment – the increasingly difficult challenge of getting young people to devote serious attention and focus to HIV/AIDS. Organizers pointed out that a great many youths have grown “sick and tired” of being “bombarded incessantly” with HIV-related messages. Factors that exacerbate that phenomenon are:

· the “poor” quality and “boring” nature (according to youths) of many messages directed at them;

· the “oppressive omnipresence” of AIDS-related messages over the years (prevention fatigue);

· and the fact that young people are almost always considered to be “target groups” or “consumers” of prevention programs, or – at best – “beneficiaries”.

The contest, largely due to its participatory qualities, did something fundamental yet ever more essential: it raised wide-awake awareness of the epidemic among young people, getting HIV/AIDS back on their radar screens
.


B. The Scenarios from Africa contests foster and reinforce personal reflection on key matters relating to HIV/AIDS, for example:
· thinking about where/to whom to turn if one has questions about HIV/AIDS;
· reflecting on how to react if put under peer pressure to have sex;
· considering personal involvement in the response to HIV;
· thinking about what to do in the event of possible exposure to HIV or other STIs
.
It is likely that the value of the contest in fostering reflection is particularly high among those who have a personal inclination to take part individually, as opposed to the more dialogue-rich experience of participating in a team
.
C. The Scenarios from Africa contests generate dialogue on HIV/AIDS between young people and a range of interlocutors.
A primary objective of every phase of the Scenarios from Africa process is to create an enabling environment for an open, constructive dialogue on HIV/AIDS throughout society. 2005 contest organizers, in their evaluative reports, state unequivocally that the 4th edition of the contests succeeded in achieving that objective at many different levels
. Increased dialogue on HIV fosters collective efficacy (confidence in one’s ability to respond to the epidemic effectively by working together) by pooling knowledge and allowing communities to investigate issues and formulate solutions together. In behavioral theory, a sense of efficacy is recognized as an essential component of change on an individual and a group level.
A post-contest survey of over 300 non-mentored participants in three countries
 revealed that:

· 82.32% had spoken about HIV/AIDS with others while creating their contest entries. 
· Those who had discussed HIV/AIDS with others as they went about preparing their scenarios had spoken on average with 5.86 different people about the epidemic during the contest. 

· A look at the answers of all of the survey respondents shows that the average contest participant talks with 4.83 different people about HIV/AIDS while working on her/his scenario.

· 74.21% of those who reported discussing HIV/AIDS with others during the contest stated that this was the very first time in their lives that they had spoken with a certain person / certain people about HIV
.
· 61.09% of all survey participants said they had discussed HIV/AIDS with a certain person / certain people for the very first time in their lives as they had gone about writing their 2005 contest entries.

During the contest, dialogue about HIV was particularly widespread among the following:

1. Between young people themselves
. Three main factors led to dialogue among youths: participation in teams
; sharing information collected while doing research; and discussions that ensued after watching Scenarios from Africa films. (Many organizers screened Scenarios films as part of their efforts to encourage young people to take part in the contest.) Member organizations were particularly pleased to note that many of the discussions between youths involved boys and girls, young men and young women, talking openly with one another about HIV and sexuality
.

2. Between young people and trained human resources. Such discussions were sparked when partner organizations approached young people to encourage them to participate in the contest, when young people sought out trained human resources while doing research for their scenarios, or in the context of mentored participation
. Most of the 2005 mentors are PLWHA.
3. Between young people and family members
. It is notoriously difficult for young people and their parents to talk to each other about HIV and sexuality. The Scenarios from Africa contest is a useful pretext for the two parties to break the silence, to ask the questions they’ve been burning to ask, or to share words of wisdom and guidance to protect loved ones from infection. Increased dialogue between participants and their brothers and sisters was also reported.
4. Between young people and “big brothers” in the neighborhood (i.e., older males to whom young people turn for advice, guidance and support)
.
D. The contest successfully encourages young people to seek out information and to conduct personal research about HIV. The result is greater familiarity with and use of available sources of information (written, audio-visual and human resources) and increased frequentation of information centers. 
Since the first Scenarios contest in Africa back in 1997, it has been clear that the contest serves as a pretext for young people to become familiar with and to actually use sources of HIV-related information and services in their area. 

Contest organizers, working at community level with local young people, now strongly urge participants to visit nearby HIV/AIDS information centers and to learn more about the epidemic by reading relevant documents (brochures, books…) as they go about preparing their creative entries. When publicizing the contest, many organizers provide specific information on such resources in their area (centers’ addresses and hours, recommended reading, etc.).

A 2005 post-contest survey of over 330 young people who had taken part in the competition yielded the following results:

· 52.06% of the survey participants said that, while creating their contest entries, they had sought to learn more about HIV/AIDS by visiting a relevant information center.

· Of those who said they had visited an information center, 58.90% said that they had done so for the first time in their lives. 

· 30.66% of all of the survey participants used the contest as a reason (or perhaps a pretext) to visit a given HIV information center for the first time.

· 82.59% of those who took part in the survey reported that they had read documents on HIV/AIDS to learn more about the epidemic as they prepared their contest entries
.
A pre/post-contest study involving over 680 young people in three countries showed a marked increase during the contest in the number of young people who knew where to go (a place) and to whom to turn (a person) for good information on HIV/AIDS
. 
Young people themselves understand the value of the contest in encouraging personal research. Participants in five post-contest focus groups were asked: “You all took part in the 2005 Scenarios from Africa contest. In your opinion, what’s the purpose of organizing such a contest? What good does it do, if any?” The most common response was that “the contest encourages young people to inform themselves about HIV/AIDS. It creates a dialogue between young people themselves, as well as between young people and others. The contest also encourages young people to do personal research on HIV and to visit HIV information centers
.” 
The contest was also an opportunity for young people to increase the number of HIV-related resources that they use (brochures, the Internet, films)
. 

And finally, it is reported that many young people continue to be frequent visitors to the centers they discovered during the contest even after the contest ends
, and that in many cases, lasting personal contacts between youths and those able to advise them on HIV and reproductive health are established during the contest
.
E. The Scenarios from Africa contest improves access to and use of other HIV-related services (i.e., in addition to providing basic information), especially voluntary counseling and testing.
The 2005 contest allowed young people to become more familiar with and to make actual use of other HIV-related services available to them locally. 

During the contest period, according to the results of a pre/post-contest study, there was a significant increase in the proportion of young people who knew where to go for an HIV test and to receive proper treatment for a sexually transmitted infection
.

In at least three countries of the contest (Mali
, Togo
, and Burkina Faso), it was reported that the contest experience led to a dramatic increase in the number of young people seeking HIV testing.

“In the months prior to the contest, an average of two to three people came to us for HIV testing per day. Then, during the ten weeks of the contest, that number jumped to a daily average of 13.66. We did not carry out any special programs to promote our VCT services during that period, nor did anyone else. That increase is attributable to the fact that many young people became familiar with our center thanks to our participation in organizing the Scenarios from Africa contest. Once the contest ended, the number of people getting tested per day fell back somewhat and leveled off at around six per day – more than double the pre-contest level.” (La Fondation Agnès-Marie, Burkina Faso)

In early 2005, the Association African Solidarité (AAS, a key Scenarios partner since 1997) in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, was preparing a new program of support for commercial sex workers (CSW). That program was to be launched shortly after the contest deadline. The AAS field workers seized the opportunity of the contest to strengthen their dialogue with CSW whom they already knew, and also to identify other CSW who might benefit from their new program. One of the methods used to come into contact with additional CSW was to carry out the contest with intensity and in person at neighborhood video cinemas, where young people, mostly young men, pay about ten US cents to watch a movie (typically a pirated action/martial arts film). Such neighborhood cinemas are targeted by “informal” CSW looking for customers. During their discussions with CSW, the people from AAS informed them about the contest, their upcoming support program, as well as services already available to the women at the AAS offices. During the ten weeks of the contest, AAS reported that the number of CSW visiting their offices and making use of four different, free services expanded dramatically:

· Voluntary HIV counseling and testing
· Screening for other sexually transmitted infections

· Treatment for other STIs

· Distribution of condoms

Aside from this support specifically for CSW, AAS also reported a general increase in the number of people coming in for VCT. This was attributed to the fact that AAS mobilized several smaller, local associations to help out with contest execution, and that those associations referred interested young people to AAS for HIV counseling and testing

F. The contest helps young people to formulate personal responses that will enable them to react effectively to given situations, and to develop self-efficacy.
A primary goal of the Scenarios from Africa contests is to create a framework in which young people can develop skills needed to live in a world with AIDS. The contests are designed to foster personal reflection, research and dialogue that help individuals to identify local resources and formulate personal responses to specific HIV/AIDS-related situations they might one day encounter. This process of imagining potential future challenges and formulating responses in advance is known by behavioral scientists as “cognitive rehearsal”. It is a key skills-building process which also helps strengthen an individual’s “self-efficacy” or confidence in her or his ability to carry out a specific behavior. Behavioral scientists consider “self-efficacy” to be crucial to the adoption and maintenance of healthy behaviors.

With a view to gaining insight into the degree to which non-mentored participation in the Scenarios from Africa contests contributes to achieving those objectives, a quantitative, pre/post-contest study involving over 680 young people was conducted in 2005 in Togo, Burkina Faso and Senegal.

The results of that study, presented in full in Appendix 8, clearly indicate that the contest does indeed:

· foster personal reflection on key matters relating to HIV/AIDS,

· spur young people to look for solutions to those key matters,

· help them to formulate personal responses that will enable them to react effectively to given situations, 

· and develop self-efficacy in relation to self-defined behavioral responses.

G. The Scenarios from Africa contest increases participants’ levels of HIV-related knowledge.
Scenarios from Africa 2005 contest organizers reported that young people learned a great deal about HIV/AIDS while preparing their stories. In addition to acquiring information about local sources of HIV-related information and services (please see II.D and II.E above), participants in general gained new knowledge (especially on the fundamental facts of transmission and prevention, the dangers of unsafe sex, and basic information on reproductive health) through dialogue with others, as well as by watching films and reading brochures and books on HIV.

Despite those improvements, contest organizers and jurors are quick to point out that the young people’s texts are far from perfect and that certain errors in understanding are still common among the participants. Scenarios from Africa team members voice strong appreciation for this opportunity to gauge the level of HIV-related information among young people in their area. This benefit is greatest when team members analyze entries written by unmentored (uncoached) participants. Unmentored participants accounted for well over 95% of the young people who took part in the 2005 contest.
Relatively small groups of young people in all of the “core countries” of the 2005 contest were mentored by people living with HIV/AIDS as the participants went about creating their scenarios. The exchange of ideas and information between the PLWHA and the young people proved to be valuable for both parties.
The value of mentored participation in promoting the assimilation of crucial HIV-related information among young people is vividly illustrated through a comparison of the results of two evaluative activities carried out in 2005:

A. Observations and Recommendations formulated by nearly 200 jurors across the continent
.  After having read an average of 600 pages of text written by contest participants (the overwhelming majority of whom were not mentored during the contest), each juror formulated her/his observations regarding the young participants’ perspectives and knowledge of the epidemic, and her/his recommendations for future action based on the observations. 

B. Post-contest focus-group discussions. Participants who had been mentored by people living with HIV were asked if they had learned things about AIDS that they hadn’t known about before the contest
.
This comparison reveals that young people who were mentored assimilated certain key facts that were highlighted as problem areas among the participants in general.

Topic 1: A. Common shortcomings highlighted in the 2005 Juror Observations and Recommendations (based on texts written mostly by non-mentored participants):
1a. “It is disheartening to note that more than twenty years into the epidemic, many young people still do not have even a basic understanding of the phases and speed of the progression of HIV/AIDS in the body.” 

1b. “Many young people draw no distinction at all between living asymptomatically with HIV and living with AIDS.” 

1c. “Several jurors observed a connection between the young authors’ belief that HIV infection leads to swift, sure death and the idea that people living with HIV have no future and no reason to hope and to dream
.” 

Topic 1: B. In contrast, the following key information was gained by 2005 participants mentored by PLWHA:

1a. “The possibility of living with HIV in one’s body for several years without developing AIDS disease.”
1b. “Living with HIV is not the same as living with AIDS.”
1c. “The fact that when one is HIV-positive, one is not condemned to a swift, inevitable death; rather, PLWHA have reason to be hopeful and optimistic about the future.”
Topic 2: A. Shortcomings highlighted in the jurors’ Observations and Recommendations (on texts written mostly by non-mentored participants):
“Jurors across the continent expressed concern that the young authors have merely cursory knowledge of ARVs and that they are not well-informed about key fundamental facts.”

“Jurors drew particular attention to the widespread misconception that everyone who is HIV positive should be put on ARVs right away
.”

Topic 2: B. Key information gained by 2005 participants mentored by PLWHA:


“Care and support for PLWHA, in particular details about antiretroviral treatments.”
Topic 3: A. Shortcomings highlighted in the jurors’ Observations and Recommendations (on texts written mostly by non-mentored participants):

“Jurors point out that there is still work to be done when it comes to ensuring that young people have a solid grip on key facts relative to HIV testing. Of greatest concern to the jurors is that many participants do not have a good sense of the appropriate timing of getting tested for HIV. … Jurors expressed concern that the confidentiality of test results is often not respected in the young people’s scenarios
.”

Topic 3: B. Key information gained by 2005 participants mentored by PLWHA:


“The process and value of HIV testing.”

Topic 4: A. Shortcomings highlighted in the jurors’ Observations and Recommendations (on texts written mostly by non-mentored participants):
“All over the globe, efforts to respond effectively to HIV continue to be hindered by a focus on ‘risk groups’ rather than on behaviors that put an individual at risk of infection. The 2005 Scenarios from Africa jurors reported that that unfortunate phenomenon is alive and well across the continent
.”
Topic 4: B. Key information gained by 2005 participants mentored by PLWHA:

“HIV infection is not group-specific, but rather determined by one’s own behaviors.”

H. The contest helps to improve attitudes and to reduce discrimination, rejection and stigma toward people living with HIV/AIDS, and to bolster community support for PLWHA.
Contest participants, in particular those who are mentored by people living with HIV/AIDS and those who visit the offices of support organizations for PLWHA during the contest, gain valuable knowledge that is key to combating discrimination, rejection and stigma toward those living with the virus, including information on the topics mentioned in II.G above. 

During post-contest focus groups, young people who had been mentored by PLWHA were asked what they thought was the purpose of organizing the contest in the first place. One of the main responses was: “The contest is a way to learn more about how HIV is not spread, and also to learn about the feelings of people who live with HIV. That knowledge helps to improve the lives of PLWHA
.” 

Most of the members of those same focus groups said that they had spoken with other people about HIV/AIDS during the contest, and that some of the topics they discussed most frequently were: “Care and support for PLWHA; what to do when somebody you know is living with HIV; how best to help that person
.”
According to people living with HIV and individuals working with PLWHA support structures who were interviewed after the 2005 contest, the Scenarios process is a valuable tool in the fight against discrimination and in the promotion of community support for PLWHA because Scenarios intentionally focuses on key relevant topics. The interviewees are of the opinion that those topics place priority emphasis on PLWHA and their needs, as is illustrated in the “List of Suggested Topics” included in the official contest leaflet
.

By engaging young people in discussion during the contest, it is possible for team members to identify erroneous ideas or unfavorable attitudes and to try to rectify those problems on the spot. It is also an opportunity to provide concrete assistance and advice. According to one interviewee in the above-mentioned study: “After distributing the contest leaflets, partner organizations continue the process by supporting participants who come to get information on HIV, how to support PLWHA and why it’s important to avoid the discrimination and rejection of PLWHA
.”
Many team members screen and discuss existing Scenarios films as part of their efforts to encourage young people to participate. The films, appreciated for the fact that they lack content that might be discriminatory or offensive toward people living with HIV, are considered to be useful in helping people to understand the needs of PLWHA
.
It is expected that the 2005 contest and selection process will have an ongoing impact on efforts to foster community support for PLWHA, given that the 2005 jurors’ top priority recommendation for future action is: “Place particular emphasis on the reduction of stigma, rejection and discrimination of people living with HIV/AIDS
.” Even before the selection process had ended, many jurors had already formulated personal intentions for applying what they had learned from the contest entries to their own activities on behalf of PLWHA
.
I. The contest empowers young people as active players in responding to the epidemic.

As was mentioned in II.A above, Scenarios from Africa partners report that many young people do not take much interest in AIDS because they are typically considered to be merely “target groups” of HIV-related activities. Organizers of the Scenarios contests say that one of the most beneficial aspects of the competition is that it empowers young people, transforming them from passive consumers of messages into people whose voices are heard, individuals whose own actions make a difference. The contest unleashes a powerful latent force: young people’s ideas and actions
.
This point was expressed vigorously during post-contest focus-group discussions by young commercial sex workers (CSW) who had taken part in the contest: “Far too often, we’re considered to be ‘risk groups’ by practically everybody involved in HIV/AIDS. For us, taking part in this contest is a way to tell all of them that we are every bit as aware of AIDS as they are, and just as committed to doing something about it…
.” In Burkina Faso in 2005, over 400 scenarios were submitted by young CSW from Nigeria, Ghana and Liberia.
In the course of the contest, young people express themselves: they propose specific ideas for addressing HIV-related matters in their lives; they denounce what they consider to be dangerous social phenomena that contribute to the spread of HIV; and they openly criticize certain behaviors that they observe among older generations
. Scenarios from Africa is considered by team members to be “a forum in which young people express their ideas to adults by means of the content of their written texts and through the diversity of the approaches they use
.”
There is growing evidence that young people’s participation in the contest helps them to move toward more active involvement in the response to HIV/AIDS beyond the context of Scenarios from Africa
. 
III. SCENARIOS FROM AFRICA 2005: VALUE FOR CONTEST AND SELECTION TEAM MEMBERS
Thanks to the efforts of the 2005 contest team, made up of well over 1,000 organizations, more than 63,000 young Africans from 35 countries participated in the 4th Edition of the Scenarios from Africa competition.
A total of 234 people from 203 different organizations served in the 2005 Scenarios from Africa juries. The vast majority of the jurors had also been members of the contest team. Through a process involving individual reading/marking of texts and debate with other jurors, they selected the winners from among the 22,894 entries.

In what ways did the contest and selection team members benefit from this experience?
A. Contest and selection team members learn about young people’s thoughts and feelings on HIV, and they use this newfound knowledge to evaluate the work of those involved in the response to the epidemic and to formulate strategies and recommendations for improving that response.
Far and away, this was the most important benefit cited by both contest organizers and selection team members.

1. Team members learn about young people’s thoughts and feelings on HIV.

The Scenarios from Africa contest is a unique learning experience not only for the young participants, but also for the organizations that comprise the contest teams. 

During the contest, members of the team organizations come in close contact with young people, both when the former reach out to youths to encourage them to participate in the contest, and when the latter visit the organizations’ offices while doing research for their scenarios. Those encounters, as well as the organizers’ reading of entries they receive locally, provide a privileged opportunity to learn about young people’s perspectives on the epidemic, their levels of knowledge, attitudes (toward PLWHA, toward the opposite sex…), behaviors, concerns and suggested solutions
.
Scenarios from Africa helps organizations to gain insights into the thoughts not only of young people in general, but also of specific, particularly vulnerable sub-groups (for example, street kids and children orphaned because of HIV)
, especially in the context of mentored participation.
The Scenarios contest and selection phases make a strong contribution to achieving the following three objectives, above all by helping those involved in the response to HIV to gain an in-depth understanding of young people’s relevant knowledge and attitudes:

i) Ensure that the public has a sound mastery of certain essential information so that they might arrive at a better understanding of PLWHA and their needs.

ii) Reduce stigma, rejection and discrimination of people living with HIV by improving people’s attitudes toward PLWHA.

iii) Promoting community support for PLWHA
.

In resounding fashion, 2005 Scenarios from Africa jurors reported that the most valuable aspect of serving as a member of the selection committees is the knowledge they gain about young people’s perspectives on the epidemic. They cited the following in particular:

· young people’s levels of knowledge and gaps in knowledge; 

· their levels of prejudice or understanding, and the way they see people living with HIV/AIDS;

· youths’ perspectives, concerns, sensitivities, and realities (how HIV affects the lives of young people, and emerging HIV-related issues that affect youths)
.
The 2005 jurors’ detailed observations on the content of participants’ scenarios are presented in Appendix 11. Those observations are broken down into the following sub-sections:

A. General impressions of the content of the participants’ entries (Observations and Recommendations p. 4)

B. Participants’ perspectives on the spread of HIV in their communities and of individuals’ risk of infection (p. 5)

C. Participants’ mastery of essential bio-medical facts relating to HIV infection (p. 17)

D. Participants’ views on people living with HIV/AIDS: understanding, support and hope vs. discrimination, rejection and despair (p. 22)
E. Participants’ perspectives on prevention, including VCT (p. 27)
2. Team members use their newfound knowledge of young people’s thoughts and feelings about HIV/AIDS to evaluate the work of those involved in the response to the epidemic.

Contest and selection team members view the Scenarios process as a tool for assessing the state of the response to the epidemic. 

After taking note of young people’s thoughts and feelings about HIV, team members use that information to evaluate their own, personal work, that of their organization and/or that of the broader community of people involved in the response to HIV in their country. They identify areas where efforts have been successful, aspects that have been neglected, and weak points requiring improvement
.
3. After taking stock of young people’s perspectives and evaluating their work, team members formulate strategies and recommendations for improving the response to HIV/AIDS.

Many organizations take this whole process one step further, namely by applying the results of the above-mentioned needs assessment exercise during internal planning sessions, reshaping and reorienting their approaches, and then implementing improved activities in line with what the young people’s creative works have taught them
.
On the evaluative questionnaires they completed at the end of the selection process, several jurors wrote in detail about how they planned to improve their personal response to HIV within their own professional area of activity (e.g., as counselors, media professionals, artists, or educators) as a reflection of what they had learned from the contest entries. Other jurors wrote of specific topics (especially the needs of people living with HIV/AIDS) or groups of people they would now be focusing on. Finally, some jurors spoke in terms of new methods or strategies that they now intended to apply or to refine as a result of having learned about young people’s thoughts and feelings on HIV/AIDS during the selection process
. 

After having read and discussed tens of thousands of young Africans’ stories on HIV, one hundred ninety-six jurors in sixteen countries formulated their recommendations for future action, highlighting a myriad of AIDS-related issues. The following are the recommendations that the jurors made most often, listed in descending order of frequency of mention:
1st priority:  Place particular emphasis on the reduction of stigma, rejection and discrimination of people living with HIV/AIDS.

2nd: Given that the young authors generally have a good grasp of the basic facts of HIV transmission and prevention, it is essential to arm them with the life skills and develop the character traits they need to protect themselves.

3rd: Ensure that young people understand the nature and duration of the different stages of HIV/AIDS in the body, the fact that living with HIV and living with AIDS aren’t the same, and that HIV infection must not be equated with imminent death.

4th: Provide young people with accurate information on anti-retroviral medications.

5th: Increase youth involvement in the response to HIV/AIDS.

6th: Help young people gain a better understanding of voluntary counselling and testing (VCT).
7th: Expand awareness-raising campaigns and other HIV-related services in rural areas.
8th: Integrate or reinforce HIV educational programs in schools.

9th: Address poverty as one component of HIV vulnerability reduction
.

B. The Scenarios from Africa contest and selection processes create and strengthen contacts, partnerships and synergies between individuals and organizations in the response to HIV/AIDS.
Scenarios from Africa strives to foster collaboration and unity in the face of the AIDS epidemic. The entire process is based on a philosophy of partnership.
A key objective of both the contest and the selection phases of the process is to bring people together around a common objective, to give committed individuals and dynamic organizations the opportunity to get to know one another, to work together, and to lay the foundation for collaborative relationships. Without exception, relevant evaluation activities conducted in 2005 revealed that the Scenarios team had a very high degree of success in achieving this objective
.
The creation and reinforcement of partnerships and synergies are fostered in an intentional, targeted manner through the following approaches:
1. The interactive, community-based nature of the contest (as opposed to an alternative strategy driven primarily by national or international media ads), opens the door for people to get to know each other and to create relationships that often form the basis of a lasting dialogue or partnership
. In the “core countries”, a two-level contest organizational system has a multiplier effect on the number of collaborative relationships created: the primary members of the contest teams work closely with one another, and they also reach out to additional, local organizations to encourage young people to take part in the contest
. 

2. The multidisciplinary makeup and the dialogue-oriented format of the juries facilitate the development of new relationships
. 
3. Special care is taken when selecting the members of the contest teams and juries so as to optimize the potential for generating synergies. National coordinators, in composing their teams, take into account the degree to which a potential partner has a team-oriented mindset. The coordinators also engage in “match making”, i.e. using the Scenarios process as a forum for bringing together organizations that might well benefit from an opportunity to become acquainted with one another or to deepen an existing relationship. Particular attention is paid to the ever-greater inclusion of people living with HIV/AIDS and support organizations for PLWHA.
4. Contest team members are constantly encouraged to think ahead to the future and to explore ways in which they might continue to work together beyond the context of Scenarios from Africa. Partner organizations report that the objective of fostering extra-Scenarios relationships is indeed being realized
.
Geographically speaking, the Scenarios from Africa process promotes the creation and deepening of collaborative relationships at three different levels: within local communities, at the national level (including by helping city-based organizations to develop relationships with people working in rural areas
), and internationally (especially by means of the international jury experience and subsequent ongoing dialogue and collaboration between members of international juries)
.
Through Scenarios from Africa, AIDS-service organizations are able to create or strengthen contacts:
1. with one another;

2. with organizations whose activities do not primarily revolve around HIV/AIDS, thus enhancing breadth and inclusiveness in the response to the epidemic
;
3. with young people
;
4. and with financial and technical partners who might provide future support
.
C. The Scenarios from Africa process strengthens the capacity of organizations involved in the response to HIV/AIDS to achieve their self-defined objectives.

One of the primary objectives of Scenarios from Africa is to increase local capacity for effective HIV/AIDS education. The Scenarios process helps to build and reinforce partners’ capacity in several ways:

· Contest teams and juries are composed of people from many different fields. Especially for team members who are not specialists in HIV/AIDS, the process is an opportunity to increase their knowledge of relevant facts, to expand their perspective of the epidemic, and then, if need be, to take a critical look at their own behaviors
.
· Scenarios partners report that they learn valuable skills and methodologies through their participation in contest teams and juries, for example: 
· techniques for gaining insights into young people’s perspectives
; 

· new methods for educating the public about HIV, and skills that can improve their communications approach to young people
; 
· debate skills and abilities needed for effective teamwork / group dynamics
, 
· skills in the area of care and support for PLWHA
; 

· and techniques for carrying out contests and selecting winners
.
· The Scenarios from the Sahel and Scenarios from Africa films strengthen the arsenal of educational tools available to those involved in awareness-raising efforts, HIV-related training, support groups of PLWHA, and post-test counseling
. 
· The contest and selection processes help to ensure that existing capacity is used more fully and effectively. As was discussed in section II.E above, young people made greater use of member organizations’ human and material resources as a result of the 2005 contest, and some Scenarios from Africa partners reported a marked increase in the number of young people requesting their voluntary counseling and testing (VCT) services. This was mentioned in team members’ reports as an element of value added not only for young people, but also for the organizations themselves.
The contest fosters use of existing capacity in another manner, as well: It breathes new life into networks of organizations or teams of trained peer educators that are all too often waiting idly for opportunities to be active and useful. The contest is also a way for network leaders to assess the state of the constituent members’ readiness and performance
.
· Contest and selection team members learn about young people’s thoughts and feelings on HIV, and they use this newfound knowledge to evaluate the work of those involved in the response to the epidemic and to formulate strategies and recommendations for improving that response (as described in III.A above).
· The Scenarios from Africa contest and selection processes create and strengthen contacts, partnerships and synergies between individuals and organizations in the response to HIV/AIDS (as discussed in III.B).
D. Scenarios from Africa is a validating and empowering process for people living with HIV/AIDS, helping them to develop skills and confidence and to play an ever more active, central role in the response to the epidemic
.
Within the Scenarios from Africa team, people living with HIV/AIDS are not considered as “target groups” or “beneficiaries”, but rather as central (and often leading) partners. The process fosters greater integration of PLWHA within local, national and international responses to HIV/AIDS.
Scenarios provides opportunities for people living with the virus to develop skills and confidence, and also to earn precious income, in a variety of ways: 
· organizing and implementing the contest; 

· mentoring participants and educating them about HIV/AIDS; 
· serving as selection team members and providing logistical support to juries;

· contributing to the adaptation of winning scripts before films are shot; 
· acting in Scenarios films; 

· reviewing dub texts in the run-up to the production of local language versions of the films;
· distributing and using with local communities the communication resources that they themselves have helped produce; 
· and undertaking and participating in research and evaluation activities. 
In 2005, more than ever before, it became clear that Scenarios from Africa can have a powerful, positive impact on the lives of individual team members living with HIV/AIDS. The following is a passage from an evaluative study based on personal interviews with PLWHA, carried out by Mr. Parfait Hounnou in Burkina Faso. 
The interviews revealed personal stories of people living with HIV/AIDS who, through their introduction to the Scenarios from Africa process and team, were able to come to terms with their positive status for the first time; decided to become personally active in PLWHA support structures; and in one case even to recommence the ARV treatment that the person had stopped because of a sense of despair and lack of hope. 


Several PLWHA used the remuneration they received for their work during the Scenarios contest or jury to pay for their own HIV-related care expenses, or those of a loved one. Others used their Scenarios pay as seed money to launch personal income-generating activities.

One of the young winners of the 2005 contest is an HIV-positive woman, who reports that her success in the contest has brought great pride to her, her family, and the PLWHA support structure with which she is involved. Another winner, a young woman whose father is deceased and whose mother lives with AIDS, had been kicked out of school because HIV-related medical expenses had made it impossible for the family to pay her tuition. Immediately upon receiving her cash prize, the daughter – accompanied by her mom – marched straight to school to pay her fees.

Interviewees said that taking part in the Scenarios process, in particular serving as a member of the selection juries, invariably moves one to take a critical look at one’s own actions in responding to HIV and, at an even more profound level, to reflect on one’s personal behavior and to decide to embark on necessary changes.


“Scenarios from Africa has allowed me to accept my serological situation and has brought me to become more involved in the fight against HIV/AIDS, to share my experiences with others, and to get know others who are in my situation.


The time I spent serving as a Scenarios from Africa juror was decisive for me in acknowledging and coming to terms with my HIV-positive status. I attribute that to two key things:


1. the atmosphere and the make-up of the jury [PLWHA were extremely well represented], as well as the content of the contest entries I read;


2. and the personal testimony during the first day of jury debates of a singer who lives openly with HIV really made me reflect and to think again about my future. I even arranged to meet up with her to get to know her better and to exchange experiences.”  

Comments of a young woman who lives with HIV

And finally, and certainly not least, the following remark by a young woman living with HIV who served as a member of the jury:

“It allowed me to share my sense of hope with others.”

E. New and lesser-known organizations gain national and even international visibility, credibility and respect through their involvement in Scenarios from Africa
.
The Scenarios from Africa contest and selection processes are an opportunity for newly created organizations, as well as lesser-known associations working locally, to demonstrate their abilities and to sharpen their profile not only in their communities, but also nationally and internationally. They are able to make a name for themselves among local beneficiaries, create partnerships with well-established AIDS-service NGOs, and attract the attention of potential financial and technical partners. 
IV. RECOMMENDED IMPROVEMENTS FOR FUTURE SCENARIOS CONTESTS AND JURIES
2005 evaluation activities placed strong emphasis on collecting critical recommendations from contest participants and from contest and selection team members for ways in which the Scenarios from Africa process could be improved
. The following is a summary of the most common recommendations.
A. More education/training, more mentoring
1. Do a more effective job of educating the public about Scenarios from Africa. It is important that people get a better sense of what Scenarios is, how the process functions, and where to go to get further information. Make more extensive use of the media in explaining Scenarios from Africa to the general public.
2. Ensure that all of those involved in mobilizing contest participants are better educated on how to explain the contest to young people. Two different and not necessarily mutually exclusive strategies for addressing this need are recommended:

a) Hold a forum of those who will be responsible for explaining the contest to young people. The objective of such a forum would be to provide extensive information about Scenarios from Africa and to train people on how to introduce the contest to potential participants.

b) Produce a concise contest organizers’ guide that could be distributed to those who would be mobilizing participants at community level.

3. Provide young people with more in-depth explanation of what the contest is all about, its specific objectives and rules, and how exactly to take part. Although a few partners recommend providing such information and encouraging contest participation through the media, the vast majority advocate a personal, face-to-face approach. In that way, representatives can discuss the contest in detail with groups of potential participants, answering their questions about Scenarios from Africa and about HIV/AIDS all the while. 
4. Accentuate the practice of mentoring contest participants, but maintain parallel strong emphasis on non-mentored participation, as the latter yields “uncoached” results that allow Scenarios jurors and other partners to gain invaluable insights into the perspectives of young Africans on the epidemic. It is understood that greater emphasis on mentored participation could result in a reduction in the total number of entries received in future contests.
5. Before starting deliberations, educate jurors more on Scenarios from Africa in general and on the selection process, and make sure that they are familiar with existing Scenarios films. Consider providing pre-selection training on HIV/AIDS to jurors from other fields.

6. Provide AIDS-service organizations with training on how to make optimal use of Scenarios films in the field.
B. Increased involvement of people living with HIV/AIDS
Accentuate the involvement of PLWHA in all phases of Scenarios from Africa, from planning/conceptualization, to coordination, implementation of the contest (including mentoring of contest participants), and representation in the juries. To facilitate this enhanced involvement, increased funding to PLWHA support structures should be provided for their participation in Scenarios activities.

C. Geographic expansion

In addition to expressing a desire to see the Scenarios contests expand to include all countries of sub-Saharan Africa, many partners said that they would like to have the contests cover the territory of their own countries more completely, with particular emphasis on reaching underserved rural areas.

D. Periodicity/timing of the contests

Make the Scenarios from Africa contest a regularly scheduled fixture for young people and for AIDS-services organizations. Hold the Scenarios from Africa contest every two years (some partners are in favor of annual contests), ensuring that the contest dates take into account school vacation and exam schedules in northern and southern countries.

E. More activities between contests

Contest and selection team members feel that there should be more Scenarios from Africa activities during the long “off-season” between contests to maintain the momentum of the process and to provide further opportunities for creating and deepening relationships between partners. 
F. Scenarios from Africa as a vehicle for advocacy

Seize upon the international profile of Scenarios from Africa in efforts to:

· attract ever-greater attention of the world community to the AIDS epidemic in Africa,

· bolster the influence of PLWHA partners in national and international decision-making bodies,

· foster partnerships between larger financial and technical partners and local support organizations for PLWHA, 
· and help improve African access to 2nd and 3rd-line ARV medications.
G. Improvements pertaining to contest and selection organization and evaluation
1. Consider having two age brackets for the contest, e.g., 17 and under / 18 – 24 years.

2. Increase the prize packages for contest winners, possibly by offering more special prizes provided by major sponsors.

3. Instruct and enable contest coordinators to do more extensive monitoring of team members during the contest, maintaining a high profile and a hands-on approach.

4. Give jurors more time both for reading/marking contest entries and for debates.
5. Expand the practice of evaluating the Scenarios process by means of exchange visits by national coordinators. 
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For further information on this Final Report or on Scenarios from Africa in general, please contact info@globaldialogues.org








� The official 2005 contest leaflet can be found in Appendix 1.


� For a breakdown of entries per country, please refer to Appendix 2.


� Please see Appendix 3 for detailed data on participation in Burkina Faso, including the fact that over 70% of the participants in that country took part as members of mixed-gender teams.


� Scenarios from Africa draws its inspiration from the project “3.000 Scénarios contre un virus”, carried out by CRIPS in France in the early 1990s. 


� Please see Appendix 6 for an overview of the increase in Scenarios film distribution in 2005.


� The members of the international jury are introduced in Appendix 5.


� More detailed information on selection methodologies is presented in Appendix 10, pp. 1-2.


� Appendix 11, Juror Observations and Recommendations, pp. 1-40.


� Appendix 4, p. 2, contains the full list of 2005 international winners.


� Appendix 9, p. 3 (survey data) and Appendix 12, p. 10 (focus-group feedback).


� Appendix 7, p. 2.


� Appendix 8, pp. 3-5, 8-13.


� In Burkina Faso in 2005, roughly one if five young people participated alone (Appendix 3, p. 1), which is in line with data from other countries and from previous editions of the Scenarios contests. Reasons why young people opt to take part on their own are presented in Appendix 12, p. 8.


� Appendix 7, p. 10.


� Appendix 9, p. 3.


� In contrast, a majority of the participants in a post-contest focus-group study in Burkina Faso said that the contest had not been the first time they had discussed AIDS with their cited interlocutor(s). Almost all of the participants in the study had benefited from the mentoring of PLWHA during the contest, and most said that they had already established contact with the PLWHA in question prior to the contest launch. Thus, discussions during the contest represented a deepening of existing relationships. Appendix 12, p. 9.


� Appendix 7, p. 10.


� Young people’s rationale for taking part in teams is discussed in Appendix 12, p. 8.


� During the 2005 contest in Burkina Faso, more than 70% of all participants took part in mixed-gender teams (Appendix 3, p. 2). Historically, well over half of those who take part in Scenarios contests have worked in mixed-gender teams.


� Appendix 7, p. 11; and Appendix 12, pp. 8-9.


� Appendix 7, p. 11; Appendix 12, p. 9; and Appendix 13, p. 9.


� Appendix 12, p. 9.


� Appendix 9, p. 2.


� Appendix 8, pp. 3, 8, 9.


� Appendix 12, p. 6.


� Appendix 13, p. 9.


� Appendix 12, p. 6.


� Appendix 7, p. 3.


� Appendix 8, pp. 5, 6, 13, 15.


� Appendix 13, p. 9.


� Appendix 7, p. 4.


� Appendix 7, p. 4.


� Appendix 7, pp. 4-5.


� Appendix 7, p. 3. Increased levels of awareness on HIV infection are also cited in Appendix 13, p. 10.


� Appendix 11


� Appendix 12, p. 10.


� Appendix 11, pp. 19-21, 35.


� Appendix 11, pp. 21-2, 35-6.


� Appendix 11, pp. 29-31, 37-8.


� Appendix 11, pp. 7-10.


� Appendix 12, p. 6.


� Appendix 12, p. 9.


� Appendix 12, p. 20. The official contest leaflet is in Appendix 1.


� Appendix 12, p. 20.


� Appendix 12, p. 21.


� Appendix 11, pp. 32-4.


� Appendix 10, p. 6.


� Appendix 7, p. 5.


� Appendix 12, p. 7.


� Appendix 7, p. 5.


� Appendix 13, p. 13.


� For example: Appendix 8, pp. 4, 11.


� Appendix 7, p. 6. See also Appendix 12, p. 13.


� Appendix 12, p. 16.


� Appendix 12, p. 20.


� Appendix 10, p. 3.


� Appendix 7, pp. 6-7; Appendix 10, pp. 3-4; Appendix 12, p. 13; and Appendix 13, pp. 8, 13.


� Appendix 7, p. 7; Appendix 12, pp. 16, 20, 21 and 23.


� Appendix 10, pp. 4-7.


� Please see Appendix 11, pp. 31-40 for a detailed discussion of those recommendations.


� Appendix 7, p. 8; Appendix 10, pp. 7-8; Appendix 12, pp. 13, 16, 18, 23; Appendix 13, pp. 7, 8, 11, 13, 17.


� Appendix 7, p. 8.


� Appendix 12, p. 18.


� Appendix 12, p. 18.


� Appendix 10, pp. 7-8; Appendix 13, pp. 8 and 17.


� Appendix 12, p. 18.


� Another activity that contributes to the creation of international relationships – the evaluation of the Scenarios process by means of exchange visits by national coordinators – was successfully piloted in 2005 and will be expanded in the future.


� Appendix 13, p. 7.


� Appendix 7, p. 8; Appendix 12, pp. 8, 23; and Appendix 13, p. 13. Please also refer to section II.D of this present document.


� Appendix 12, pp. 13, 18, and 23.


� Appendix 7, p. 6; Appendix 10, p. 8; and Appendix 13, p. 8.


� Appendix 10, p. 8


� Appendix 7, pp. 8-9; Appendix 10, pp. 6-7.


� Appendix 10, p. 8 ; App 13, p. 11.


� Appendix 12, p. 13.


� Appendix 10, p. 8; Appendix 13, p. 13.


� Appendix 12, pp. 13, 15-16; see also Appendix 7, p. 8, and Appendix 13, pp. 8, 15, 16.


� Appendix 7, p. 9.


� Appendix 12, pp. 13-22.


� Appendix 12, p. 14.


� Appendix 7, pp. 7-8; Appendix 12, p. 16-17; and Appendix 13, p. 8.


� Recommendations for improvement are contained in Appendix 7, pp. 12-20; Appendix 10, pp. 9-12; Appendix 11, pp. 31-40; Appendix 12, pp. 8, 11, 12, 15, 17, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25; and Appendix 13, pp. 9-11, 14-17, and 18-21.
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