SCENARIOS FROM THE SAHEL

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF DISEASES (QGBAKQ XMX QRIA)
based on an idea by Mamadou Macki BAH, aged 17, Mali

 and his team

PRESENTER
(To camera:) Over the past hundred years, we have made great progress in fighting illness and disease. But recently, a new disease has been causing great suffering. The disease is called AIDS. 

ONYE NKOWA:
Nime nari af ole gara aga, anyi nwere ezigbo oganihu n’ibu agha megide enweghi ahuike na umu qria. Ma na nso nso a, otu qria ohxrx na-ebute ita oke ahuhu. Aha qria ahu bu AIDS

There is as yet no cure or vaccine for AIDS, but there are some simple and effective measures we can take to protect ourselves, as you will see in the tale that I am to tell you. It takes place in an infinitely small world, invisible to the naked eye, a world you can only see through a microscope: the world of diseases.

Rue ugbua, e nwebeghi ogwugwq ma q bx qgwu maka AIDS, ma enwere ihe ndi di mfe, ma di ire, bu otu anyi ga-esi chedo onwe anyi, dika i ga-ahu n’akukq m ga-akqro gi. O mere nime otu ebere uwa, nke anya na-adighi ahu, uwa i ga-ahu naani ma i jiri onyoko: uwa umu qria.


(Voiceover:) In our world of diseases, just as in the human world, there are villages and towns where diseases live – or rather where the germs that cause them live.

                                N’uwa umu qria, dika q di n’ uwa umu mmadu, e nwere qnumara na obodo ebe qria na-ebi-ma q bx ebe umu nje na-ebute ha na-ebi.


(Voiceover) Our tale, my friends, unfolds in a village called Contaminobo. The chief of this village is from the powerful Tuberculosis family. 

                                Akukq anyi, ndi enyi m malitere n’obodo a kpqrq. Ala nnukwurunnu-qria. Onye isi n’obodo a si n’ezinulo Ukwaranta.

TUBERCULOSIS 
Take that, white blood cell!

UKWARANTA:
Were nke ahu obara ocha!

PRESENTER
There are many families in the village – the Polios, the Measles, the Malarias, the Hepatitises, and also the STDs, the sexually transmitted diseases, such as Syphilis and Gonorrhea. And of course there’s the DIARRHEA family…

                                Enwere ezinulo di otutu n’obodo a Oria Nkwaru ahu Akpata, Iba, Iba-ochananya, Oria mmekorita nwoke na nwanyi Ehie na oria nsi nwanyi N’ezie. E nwekwara ezinulo Afo osisa.

DIARRHEA
These past years have been years of terrible misfortune at Contaminobo.


We’re all scared. One of our illustrious families – Smallpox – has been completely wiped out. The discovery of vaccines threatens the survival of others like Polio.

AFO OSISA:
Afo ndia gara aga bu afo oke iheojoo nye Ala Nnukuru nnu-oria. 
Ujo ji anyi nile. Ekpochapula Otu n’ime ezinulo a na-asopuru bu oria Kitikpa. Nchoputa achoputara ogwu mgbochi ga-emegide idi ndu ndi ozo dika oria Nkwaru  ahu.
PRESENTER
(Voiceover:) But then, one day, a stranger arrived and asked to speak to the chief.


(Voiceover:) The stranger and Chief Tuberculosis spent the 

                                 entire night in discussion.
ONYE NKOWA:
Ma otu ubochi, otu onye obia biara, rio ka ya na onye isi kpaa. 

                                Onye obia ahu na ichie ukwaranta noro abali nile n’ikparita uka.

DIARRHEA
Good people of Contaminobo, welcome, euh…. Excuse me.

Euh, yes, euh… Welcome to the courtyard of Chief Tuberculosis, whose cruelty has made him one of the greatest diseases.

AFO OSISA 

Ezi Umuafo Ala Nnukurunnu oria, unu abiala ehm unu ewela iwe.

                                Eeh, eh...ah.. Unu abiala na obi ikpe ichie Ukwaranta,

                                onye obi ojoo mere otu nime oria dikarichara egwu.

TUBERCULOSIS
People of Contaminobo, “Disease be with you”. 

UKWARANTA:
 Ndi Ala Nnukurunnu-oria, Oria diri unu
CROWD

Disease be with you.

ONYE OBULA:
Oria dikwara gi.
TUBERCULOSIS
We are gathered here in order to talk about the aggressive projects of humans - Down with them! - because they are waging a real war against us. 


Humans, through their health campaigns, they are plotting our eradication.

UKWARANTA:
Anyi gbakotara ebe a ikwu gbasara uzo tara ochichi anyi ga-esi megide atumatu umu mmadu. Ha fedesia-n’ihi na ha na-ebu agha megide anyi. 
Umu mmadu site na mgbasa ozi aluike, na-akpa nkata ikpochapu anyi.

SOME


(defeatist) We’re done for!

UFODU:

Anyi efuo la!
TUBERCULOSIS
But don’t be afraid: the end of your suffering is nigh.
Here present – come among us for the wellbeing of diseases and the downfall of humanity - His Royal Heinous, the catastrophic Overlord… the Overlord AIDS. 

UKWARANTA:
Ma egwu atula unu. Ogwugwu nsogbu anyi di nso. N’etiti anyi n’ebe a, maka odinamma umu oria na odida nke umu mmadu bu ejionakoria enyeike mbibi. Dinweoria AIDS.

CROWD

(Applause)

ONYE OBULA:
(Iku aka)

AIDS
 “Disease be with you!”. I have come to place at your disposal my power. Humanity must pay for all the trouble they cause us.

AIDS:
“Oria diri unu”  Abiara m ebe a idebere unu ike m,


 Umu mmadu ga-akwuriri ugwo nsogbu ha buteere anyi.

POLIO
Overlord AIDS, words are all well and good, but what we need now is action. The current situation is disastrous. My family has fewer and fewer victims to its credit.

ORIA NKWARU:
Dinweoria AIDS, okwu bara uru, dikwa mma, mana ihe anyi choro ugbu a bu omume. O nodu a di ugbu ga-emebi ihe. Ezinulo m nwere naani mmadu ole na ole ha na-enweta.
AIDS
Microbe Polio, I understand your anxiety and concern. But the end of the tunnel is near. Before sharing my plan of action with you, I invite the STDs – the sexually transmitted diseases – to come and be my assistants. 



You and I will do terrible things together, my friends! 



Hold this for me.


Here is my ingenious strategy for attacking humans. Let’s begin with the ways I can get into their bodies. 



There’s the blood route, the sexual route, 



….and finally the route from a mother to her child. 


The blood route is the direct contact between a healthy person’s blood and blood I’ve already infected. By means of cutting instruments like razors, needles, or blades…. 



Yes, Microbe Malaria?

AIDS:
Oria Nkwaru a ghotaram atu o si emetuta gi. Mana ngkwusi ihe nile di nso Tupu ma akoro unu ihe m choro ime, ana m akpokwu oria Nsi Nwanyi ka ha bia nyere m aka.


Mu na unu ga-agbako aka mee ihe di egwu, ndi enyi m.


Jidere m nke a.

Nke a bu ezi nkata m kpara otu anyi ga-esi emekpa umu mmadu ahu. Ka anyi malite na otu m ga-esi banye ha n’ahu.

Nke a bu site n’obara, n’uzo mmekorita nwoke na nwanyi.

...n’ikpeazu site na nne banyere nwa ya. N’uzo obara bu na mmekota obara onye nwere ezi ahuike na obara nke m mebirila. Site n’ihe ndi e ji adupu ahu dika mma, rezo, ntutu na aguba. 


Ehee, iba?

MALARIA
Overlord AIDS, can my friend mosquito help you to infect human beings?

ORIA IBA:
Dinweoria AIDS, enyi m anwunta o nwere ike inyere gi aka ibufe ya umu mmadu nje?

AIDS
Microbe Malaria, I admire your eagerness, but unfortunately human beings cannot catch the AIDS virus from mosquitoes.


And then there’s the sexual route. When a human being has unprotected sexual intercourse with someone I’ve already infected, he or she offers me the opportunity to invade and I know I can count on you, STDs, to make my invasion easy.

AIDS:
I ba idi uchu gi masiri m, otu o di, mmadu enweghi ike ibute nje AIDS site n’aka Anwunta.

                                Ma e nwere uzo mmekorita nwoke na nwanyi. Mgbe mmadu nwere             

                                mmekorita n’enweghi mgbochi ya na onye bu nje m. Onye ahu enyela        

                                m ohere ibuso ahu    

                                ya agha. Ama m na m ga-atukwasi unu obi, oria mmekorita nwoke na    

                                nwanyi ihu na ibuso agha ahu araghi ahu.

HEPATITIS
You’re a real smooth talker…. Speeches, speeches… but there’s nothing really new in what you’re saying. Once inside a human being’s body, what do you do then?

IBA OCHA N’ANYA: I ma nnoo ka esi ekwu okwu, ogologo akuko... ogologo akuko... mana enweghi ihe ohuru di n’ihe i na-ekwu. Ozigbo ! banyere n’ahu mmadu, gini ka i ga-eme?

AIDS
I have come to the conclusion that the human being survives only thanks to his body’s defence system, 

… for example, the white blood cells that travel around his blood killing your brother and sister germs.


The destruction of these defences is my speciality. Once I have broken them down, the human being becomes vulnerable…

AIDS:
Ekpebilam na mmadu ga-adi naani site n’ike di n’aru ahu ya izo onwe ya.  

Iji maa atu enumara obara ocha di n’ahu ga na-agaghari, n’egburita nje ndi ozo. 
I mebi ike onu ahu bu ihe m maara anya ya. Ngwa ngwa m bibiri ha, mmadu agahi azoli onwe ya..

TUBERCULOSIS
Yes, that immune system is a constant nightmare!

UKWARANTA:
N’ezie, ichedo imeahu di ike! Nrq!

AIDS
…you can follow and install yourselves peacefully in his midst and bring about his death in the short or the long term. People will say AIDS has just taken another victim, but in reality it’s you the victors. 

AIDS:
I nwere ike isonye, tinye onwe gi nkeoma n’ime ya, ma butere ya onwu n’oge n’eteghi aka ma o bu n’ogologo oge. 


Ndi mmadu ga-asi na oria AIDS akporola onye ozo, ma n’ezie o bu unu nwe mmeri.

HEPATITIS
Overlord AIDS, has man – who considers himself the most intelligent creature – come up with no way of stopping you?

IBA OCHANANYA: Dinweoria AIDS, mmadu bu onye kporo onye onwe ya okacha mara o chotabeghi otu o ga-esi akwusi gi?

AIDS

Well, the only way to avoid me is prevention.

AIDS:
N’ezie, naani a ga-esizetam bu site na mgbochi.

CROWD

Prevention! 

HA NILE:
Mgbochi?

AIDS
Humans should never use cutting instruments if they have already been used and not sterilized.


If they have sex, they must be faithful to each other or use condoms 

AIDS:
Mmadu ekwesighi iji ngwa ndi e ji ebepu ahu, nke ejirila mbu ma esighi ya esi.

O buru na ha ga-enwe mmekorita, ha ga ekwenyere naani onye obu ya na ha ma o bu jiri  roba mgbochi
STD


The Lethal Weapon!!!

NSI NWANYI:
Ngwa di egwu!
AIDS
But, between you and me, do you think that human beings will be able to follow these simple rules?

AIDS:
Ma, n’etiti mu na unu o di gi ka umu mmadu aga-enwe ike debe iwu ndia di mfe? 

ALL
                     No! No!

HA NILE:

Mba! mba!
TUBERCULOSIS
People of Contaminobo, let no word of what was said today about prevention leave the village. 

UKWARANTA:
Ndi Ala Nnukwurunnu oria, ka a gbara inwe okwu o bula anyi kwuru taa gbasara mgbochi ga-esi n’obodo a puo.

AIDS
Well, dear friends, let every one of you be ready. Microbe Diarrhea will call you and then we will triumph!

I must go now. Work to do. 

AIDS:
Ngwa, ndi enyi m, ka unu nile noro na njikere.


Afo osisa ga-akpo unu, mgbe ahu anyi ga-enwe mmeri.

M ga-abia lawa ugbua. Oru di.

PRESENTER
So, now you and I have spied on this important meeting of the diseases, I hope that you know what to do to avoid the AIDS virus. Share this information with those around you, with your friends and your families so they can avoid AIDS. And give your support to those who are already infected. Together, we can put an end to the AIDS epidemic.




Who’s more clever: AIDS or us?

ON THE SCREEN THE WORDS APPEAR:   Let’s outsmart AIDS!

END

ONYE NKOWA:
Ugbu a, mu na gi enyopuela nzuko umu oria a di mkpa. Ejim n’aka na ima ihe i ga-me iji gbochie nje AIDS. Gbasaara ndi ozo no gi nso, ozi a, ya na ndi enyi na ezinulo gi, ka ha wee zere oria AIDS. Ma nyekwa ndi bu nje ahu nkwado. Anyi gbakota aka onu, anyi ga-egbochi ntigbu AIDS. 
Onye ka diri nkq:  AIDS Ka q  bu anyi?




BIA KA ANYI GHQGBUE AIDS!
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