SCENARIOS FROM THE SAHEL

A RING ON HER FINGER (QLA NJIKQ AKA)
a film by Fanta Régina Nacro

based on an original idea by El Hadji Malick Seck (aged 20 – Senegal)

NANCY

10: 25: 47
Woof!

NOMSO:


Woof

ALIOU

10: 25: 51
Well, that was a successful expedition.

ALARIBE:


Nke a bu nnoo ezi ahia ka anyi gara.

NANCY

10: 25: 53
We bought some really nice things.

NOMSO:


Anyi zuru nnoo ihe di nma

ALIOU

10: 25: 55
Yes.

ALARIBE:


Eee

NANCY

10: 25: 56
Right, I’m going to try on my new dress.

NOMSO:


O di mma, ka m gaa nyiri efe o huru m.

ALIOU

10: 26: 59 
OK. Seeing you in it will be my reward! 
ALARIBE:


O di mma. Ihu ka i yi ya ga-abu uru m ritere.

ALIOU (contd)

10: 26: 28
Wow!

ALARIBE:



Wow!

NANCY

10: 26: 31
Do I look alright?

NOMSO:



O di m mma?

ALIOU 

10: 26: 32
You look terrific! 

ALARIBE:



I mafoghi.
NANCY

10: 26: 33
Really?

NOMSO:


Eziokwu?

ALIOU

10: 26: 34
You’re the prettiest girl in the world. Oooh!

ALARIBE:

I bu nwagbogho kacha maa mma n’uwa. Oooh!

NANCY

10: 26: 36
I hope when we are married you will be as generous.

NOMSO:



Ama m na anyi luo na i ga na-enye kwa onyinye.

ALIOU

10: 26: 39
Of course I will! But hold on, you’ve still got another surprise.

ALARIBE:



Nke ahu bu eziokwu! Ma chere, i nwere ihe itunanya ozo.

NANCY

10: 26: 43
Oh yes?

NOMSO:



Eziokwu?

ALIOU

10: 26: 43
I’ve got something else for you...

ALARIBE:



Enwere m ihe ozo maka gi.

NANCY

10: 26: 50
Hey, what’s that you’re hiding? 

NOMSO:



Hey, gini ka i na-ezo?

ALIOU

10: 26: 52
Uh huh, uh huh!

ALARIBE:



Uh uhuu uh uh!

NANCY

10: 26: 53
Let me see ! Show it to me.

NOMSO:



Ka m hu! Gosi m ya.



ALIOU

10: 26: 56
OK. Like it?

ALARIBE:



O di mma, o masiri gi?

NANCY (CONT'D)

10: 26: 59
Super ! 



NOMSO:



Nnukwu!
ALIOU

10: 27: 01
Nice, eh?

ALARIBE:


O di mma eh?

NANCY

10: 27: 03
Yes.

NOMSO:

Ee.

10: 27: 06
But why all these gifts in one day? 

Ma kedu ihe kpatara onyinye ndi a n’otu ubochi?

ALIOU

10: 27: 08
I love you, eh, very much.
ALARIBE:


Ahuru m gi n’anya, nke ukwuu.

NANCY

10: 27: 09
Ah hah. Are you sure you’re not up to something...?
NOMSO:


Ah aha, i si na-enweghi ihe i na-acho?

ALIOU

10: 27: 12
Now, now, you’re too suspicious!

ALARIBE:


Ugbu ugbu a, i na-enyocha ka.

NANCY

10: 27: 14
Mmm. Let me try it.

NOMSO:


Mmm... Ka m nyirigodu ya.

ALIOU 

10: 27: 15
I’ll fasten it.

ALARIBE:


Aga m agbachi ya.

10: 27: 22
Yes.

Ee.

NANCY

10: 27: 24
Hmm, it’s beautiful.
NOMSO:


Hei, o mara mma/O maka.

10: 27: 27 
Eh, Aliou, what do you think you’re doing? Look.

Eh, Alaribe, gini ka iche i na-eme? Lee.

ALIOU

10: 27: 31
Oooh, it really suits you. 

ALARIBE:


Oooh, o di gi mma.

NANCY 

10: 27: 34
You are so sweet!

NOMSO:


I di uto!

ALIOU

10: 27: 42
You know, I really want you...

ALARIBE:


O kwa i ma, achokwara nu m gi...
NANCY

10: 27: 44
No. I told you already!

NONSO:


Mba O kwa agwala m gi.

ALIOU

10: 27: 46
Hey, why not. Go on please... 

ALARIBE:


Hey, olee ihe-o gini, ngwanu, biko

10: 27: 50
Just this once….

Naani otu a...

10: 27: 51
Hey, I know you want it as much as me…we’re practically engaged?
Hey, ama m na i choro ya dika m si cho ya... ma anyi ekwekorital ilu?

NANCY

10: 27: 53
Hmph.

NOMSO:


Hmph

10: 27: 57
I’ve already said I want to wait until I’m married...

Agwala m gi ri!, na m ga-eche rue mgbe anyi luru...

ALIOU

10: 27: 59
Oh, we can do it once! 

ALARIBE:


Eh, anyi nwere ike ime ya otu ugbo

10: 28: 01 
Hey, Sarah and her guy, they’re not married they’ve done it…. Fatou and Bouba too... 

Ha ah, Chioma na enyi ya alubeghi ma ha emeela ga... Ify na Tochi
10: 28: 07
And look... Here with this, there is absolutely no risk!

kwa... Leenu... anyi jiri ihea enweghi nsogbu dinu

NANCY

10: 28: 12
Yes, I know... it prevents STIs, and pregnancy, and above all AIDS. 

NOMSO:


Ee ama m... o na egbochi nsi nwanyi, afo ime, nke ka nke oria AIDS.

10: 28: 19
But that is not the problem. We’ve been going out now for two years but I think you still don’t know me very well. 

Ma nke ahu abughi nsogbu. Anyi akpaala afo abua, ma eche m na rue ugbua i maghi m nke oma.

NANCY (CONT'D)

10: 28: 37
I see. That’s what the gifts were for.

Ahula m, o o ihe i ji nye m onyinye.

10: 28: 41
Here!  It’s a fact my family is poor, but you cannot buy me with presents. 

Lee ya. O bu ezie na ezinulo m enweghi ego, mana i gaghi eji onyinye azuru m.

10: 28: 46
You know what is really important to me?

I ma ihe kacha m mkpa.

10: 28: 51
I will tell you, ok : it’s abstaining before marriage, and being faithful after... 

Ka m gwa gi, Inu? isoro mmeko tupu alumdi, na imara naani onye o bu mu na ya ka oluchara.
10: 28: 58
It’s my method of combating AIDS and showing the true value of my love.

Nke a bu uzo m si egbochi oria AIDS na igosi ezi uru ihunanya.

10: 29: 04 
Maybe you think these ideas are old-fashioned, and maybe they’re not shared by Sarah or Fatou, but they are my ideas! 

I nwere ike iche na nke a bu echiche mgbe ochie ma o bu na Chioma, na Ify ekwenyeghi na ya, ma nke a bu echiche m 

10: 29: 12
I’ve no intention of changing my mind. So, it’s up to you to decide what to do...

Agaghi m agbanwo obi, ya mere, o di gi n’aka ikpebi ihe i choro ime...

ALIOU

10: 29: 24
That’s one strong lady. Nancy!

ALARIBE:


Nke a bu nwanyi ike. Nomso! 
END
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